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KO MORE EIOIETIES.

Mass Meeling of Merchants at
Steinway Hall.

Secathing Denunciation of
the Moiety System.

LEG LIZED OPPRESSION

Report of the Special Commitiee of the
Chamber of Commeree,

Epeeches by Joseph H. Choate, Jackson
8. Schultz,

The special meeting of the Chamber of Commerce
which was held last evening In Stemnway Hall “to
hear the report of the Committee ou Revenue He-
form as 10 the actlou recently taken by them in

Washington,” was indeed a special meeting in |

more ways than one, Special technleally, accord-
ing to the call isued lor it, it wos also special In
that it was one of the largest meerings of “sohd
men" that bave been held 1n this city for years,
The entire body o1 the nall was filled, with the ex-
cepilon of the last two rows of chairs, with mem-
bersof the Chamber not only, but with ilmporter a
who are Dot members, and merchanta gene-
rally, who have nn interest as strong, though
it may ve mot so direct, as thut which
the importers have in seeung the infamous molety
eyatem speedlly destroyed. On the platiorm
were George Updyke, Vice Presldent Chamber
of Commerce; A. A, Low, J. B, Schultz, 8. B,
Chittenden, Cyrus W. Filell, AQeorge W. Lane,
William N. Fogg, Willilam M. Vermilye, Leopold
Bierwirth, Joseph Eeligman, J, A. Htevena, Jr.;
James M. Constable, 8. B. Wogeles, Ambrose
snow, D. ©C. Hobhins, Joseph Btuart, Juseph
Ohoate, Gustave Schwab, Olver Hoyt, Jonathan
Sturges, L. E. Chilender, Samuel Sloan, M, K.
Jesup, James 5. T, Strunshan, James M, Brown,
Wiliiam F, Lee, Willlam ©. Stuarr, Wilham J.
Peake, Charles Mall, Elliot C. Cowdin, Cnarles E.
Beela and J. N. Pnelps,

Alter Mr, Opdyke nad formally opened the pro-
ceedings Mr. Joseph A, Chonte was introduced.
His specch was listened to witn rapt atention.
His sarcastie aliusions to the percentages enjoyed
by the United States District Attoroey, the Navay
Offcer and the Collector, and to the /act that
they were “great distorters of the legal mind,"

and that there had been found a man, to use Lord |

Chatham's words, “of euifigient proflazacy” to

argne that the law of 1563 authorwed the sozure |

of werchants’ books und papers was coustilutionul,
created u great desl ol merrioent.
wb the expeuse of the Custom Lonse olleers who,
fn conjunction witht “a leading depredator upon
the pockets ‘ol New York werchunts,' had he

fniamous law approved by the Secvetary ol the |

Treasury ; hus denuneiation ol the spy 8ystem 48 an
iniamy and his assercion that the oniy way to

amend the law was o atollish it altogether nnd |

“put nothing in its place" were loudly ap-
planded.  His  respects to  Jayue and “men
wortiy of his pame’ were paid (o a vein of biting
sarcasm that brought down the bouse, When ue
firgt mentoned his name the wiole meeting broke
out lute blises, showling guite piuinly that Jayne,
“the great imperial inlormer,” as Mr. Choate
called him, will by no means lhereaiter Le cousid-
ergd eliier a8 tie general delight or as the par-
tleular joy furever ol the mercantile community,
The epeeches that followed were all brimiul of
facta wnd figures reinuve to the relgu of terror
wiioh Lhe Importers have Bo long wbored under,

and thongh they, no doubt, were unable to give their |

hearers, lmporters tiemselves, auything new in
the matier of the extoryons sullured by the mer-
clinnts by renson ol the mode in which the law of
1863 s enlorced, the sgpeeches certuinly served to
wake up tile merchants to the lact that they had
cerrain rights waich even tue govermment had w
respect.

As an expression of the general sentiment of the
merchants ol thils city a8 Lo the lnigmy of the law,
W 1ch places them virtually at the mercy of splea
and iniormers, the weeung was
numbers, influence and enthusiam a decided snes
cess; and it 18 highly probuble, when the special
committee’s report wpa the procecdings o1 the
meeting are read at Waskington (hat the stand
the maporters tave openly takeu, a8 evineed at the
mecting, will have no small lofinence upon Con-
31‘0!54,1.11 its proposed legislation for “fevenue He-
jorm,

I'he meeting was opened by Mr. George Opdyke,
who sald that this 18 8 #Epecial meenyg of the
Chamuoer ol Commerce, with wiaom were assuciated
muny mercantiie irtends, wvited Lo hear Lue repors
of tiie commities of the Uhamber onrevenue re-
form, aud Lo appoint & committes Lo visit Wash-
ington, and, in ¢o-operation with commitiecs irom
otiter Chumbers o Commeree, to urge upon Cone
gress the neoveaty ol udopting some radical
chiange In (he law Teluting to the collection ol cus-
toms. He said, in conclusion, tUAL the

REFORT ON REVENUE KEFORM
would be read by Mr. John Austin stevens. The
1eport I8 as lollows t—

The spreinl committee to which the Chamber of Com- |

morce (Nirasten [he preseniation to Congress ol 18 reso-
lutions un revenne reform respecirully report that in
obcdivnes to it lnstruedons, ol having {?m-d to them-
meives able counsel, they provceded to Washing on on
the i6in uay ol Vevruary. They were there metby a
delegation rrom Boston, niso assidled :II!; counsel,
plan of actlon was agreed upon snd the presentation of
the subjeot allotted,  In response o reguest of the Com-
mitiee ol \Ir'uirl and Means, through is canirmon, they
appeared before that vody oo the mormng of the 17ih,
wien, aiter shiort consuitatiown, during which Mr. Duwes,
the clawrman, stuied his inability to be present on ne-
cvonnt ol argent private husidess in Massachusetts, the
hearing was posiponed unol the 5 of March. This ar-
TRngement wis quite In contormity with the views of

our delegation, pending the printing of the reportof
he secrewry of the Treasury upun the tines and for-
feltures the list four years,

‘The Uhamber as well as the publte at large remember
that subseguent ti this adjonraisent & special pgent of
the Treasury uppenred Lefore the Commitiee ot Ways
and Means aud indulved 1 violent personal attacka
:Pwn merchants who had suffercd trom the lsw and in

elumutory aspersions o the mereantile elass at large.
I 1 ol nece-anry bers to dwell upon this subect nor to
K¥ive o it au undue un|lmrlnueo. An _allusion Is only
made to bring out clearly the reason why an applicstion
To tue Cowoubies of Ways and Mouns jor & change in
the revende sysiem In part drifted Into n personal con-
troveray beiween the informer and his vicoms  The
personsl ¢ lement having however, been introduced into
the coulroversy, it was clearly the tﬂﬂ!ﬁll\ml of your
emumlttti-nJul'i:l:luuwnnuurru in by ithe committees
of uther eities—~that it should be disposed ol betors the
presentation of the resolutions with which we were
charged by yourselves. When at last our hearing was
hud there 'were present the committecs of Boston, Philu-
aelphin, Baltimore nod irom the Natlonal Boara of Trade,
The cuse for the muerchanis was oponed by the counssl
of the tosion delogation in an able argument tor the re-

al of the moiety system, showlig its demoralbging
endencies and its waloriunate influenee in alienating
the aftvellons of the merchianis (rom the governuent
In this view the counsel wias supported by the gentlemen
from the Boston Board of Trads, who eaa 0o lurn sua-
;l’ruﬁml Illm commites, and were exaniined in decall by
a8 meimbers,

Ihis branch of the subject disposed of, your delegation
woere cndod dpen, and In their turn submitted through
counsel arguments upon the unconstitmtionnlity of the
pelzure ol buoks and papers and the general hardships of
the law, with copious iustrations irom ceses within
thelr personal pracuce. The various moembers of ,-uus
delegation were also heard and examined m detail, an
at the close the gentlemen from Philsdeiphin and Balti-
mors and e representative of the National Board gave
their testimony 1o the same direction, snd sustained the
demand for a radicsl ehange in the system.

Aller careinl comparison ol views the delegation had
hemselves to & demand for five
2 A copy of the printed form which
they Iulnulr.i-gm ine “'I;B and Means Commnittee is ap-
welidea to th ruyola:l e proposed clhinnges consist,

rat, of A repeal of the law authorizing the selzure of
Looks and papers  Second, of that giv toities to In-
sormers anid others. ‘Lhird, to Hinit wotions (v recover

naltics und forteltures on the fmrl ol the government
r:mn years, Fourth, to Himit all lorfeitores to the ltems
of an invoice tn which there iafraud, Filth, to render
the pnyment of dutles conclusive upon all parties in no-
svnoe of frat

The arguments brovght forward in sopport of the
various changes are too familiar 1o the mercdantile com-
muniky o need m‘? Jengthy repetition heie. The em-
barrassment ereated o merchants by the seleure nnd ae -
tenlion of thelr books, arrvstng their business, injuring
thelr credit, without. in eases of innoeence, cither re-
dress or reparation, ia well known, Noiso the E_eurral
Tow standapd of offielal canractar into which the Custom
Hous peems 10 have tallen—a demoralization marked
and widespread enough to exclte the comment and con-
tempt even of the informers who profited by it

With rogard to the system of moleties, it s certain
that uu-m'u no compensation 10 the amount of revenus
raved to tho government tor the genoral temptation (o
permil iraud us a spureo of prode 1o ollicials and inform-
ers. For it I8 certaln that the interost of each of these
clamecs {8 rather proioted by a looss administration ol
the Custom House than by s severs and sirict super-
vislon of the minor officlals, which would wholl
prevent any inirlngment of  the  laws t
i worthy of remark that a very large proportlon
of the ctses of fraud brought to  the notice of tho
Jongressional Committee by che Special Agent, were of
colluslun beiweon the imporier and soms Custom Honse
afficial—either measurer, weigher, ganger or liquidat-
ing alerk. buch Irnuds ns these deserve and should re-
weive sevore pulllshment; but is nere sny safflclent
reason why an em]‘up onil law should be made for that
ann fument, whic Us within the penal code?  Prace

oally, ns sdmitted by the District Mnmm“ in his testl-
mony, the irawdulent merchant 4n fAned 1o Inrge sums,
whily the guilly officlal has o no insienee of late boer
:mght '?i natice. or even threatened with swiv; and it is
her ¢ d by rovenue agants thomwelves that, al-
though complained of, they siill retain their positons.
surely no stronger proot of the evil working n} tho
molety law need be given. The reauest to limit aetions
ror penaities and forfeitures to a period of two yones is
onrtal modernte. The present law sduoiits of siita
hrooght by the government at any tmo within five
years. This is maniiestly anjust. Even two years s an
uu?omnlnury period.

All o1 the committees laid great stress upon the limiin-
tlon of torfeltures to the specific items In which fraud or
undervaluation are provnllinm agked that the taln
gould not reach the whole involee. l'orhmnq E.'" al

investigation aroused more interest o ive :Ka
w:uinn than this, and from this very daversity there
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Resolved, That the Chamber of Gommeree, nid the
ml:{'ellnl“l of New York mn concert with them, wholly
and heartly lpa‘ruu und endorse the chsuges in the
revonue lnws asked for by the representnt ot the
mureantlle interosts of 1 nmtcommemlslvritlua
e Honise O ROprascntatives to. repert s b, o
formity th without a ) ’:'f:'l'i.iw o

‘The above report and resolution was then put to
the meetng by the Chairman (Mr, Opdyke) and
were unanimously adopted,

HEPEECH OF JOSEPH W. CHOATE,

M, CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN—It seems when
we gee that the Chumber ol vommerce, the
| recognized representatives of the commercial in-
| terests of New York, has taken the matter in hand—
| have volunteered thelr veryices and pledged them-

selves to carry 1t out, tocarry the War into
| Africa, 88 wo are assured they are determined to
| do by this report wiiich we have just heurd read—
| 1t thus seems that the reign of terror under

whicn the merchants of tie country have so
| long sumered and to which some of the
| strongest  and most homest merchants have
succumbed, 18 near it8 end, and (hat the chaing
wi eh have bound them under nnjust luwa are
#bout to be broken. (Applause.) And, for one of
unotuer profession, 1 muar say that the mercnants
#re to be warmly congratulated on the present
| ngpect ol aliairs, d one who has looked quietly
| on ior the iast Ten years, sinee ine pussage ol the

noted luw ol 1563, und scen how i1t hus been per-
| verted to a weapon of destruction to the honest
tmporter and unotfending merchant, cannot bus
axpress gratidention and pride that at st the
merchants ol this great city have been roused to a
sense ol their. duuger and taken thewr vindi-
cailon o their own  hands, It must. be
said, however, that
murchants bave, to g great exuent, themselves 1o
thunk for the oppression with wiieh they have
been harassed and the tyranny exerglsod over
thew., The merehants seem to have awakened to
o knowledge of thole tights, and now knowing are
determined to maintuin them, (Applause.)
; true as reguards them a8 o the political seuse,

“that they who would be ir¢e themselves must |

Btilke the vlow,” (Appisuge.) The watter |8 uow
In thelr own nands, and tne grievances tuey nave
50 long suflered nnder will vanizh ke anist be'ore
the morning sud the mumens they have made np
thelr munds o state them and to resist the op-
pregsion which imposes on them theke grievances,
The merchants wahlt, above all things, to be placed
in fuch an attitade befors the law that vhey ean:
uuderdiand thewr rights and duties under the law,
and thus 1o be abie 10 take care ol thempelves;
that the extraordinary motivea for extortion and
corruption that Las been placed in the hands of ra-
pactous omicers and more rapacious and corrupt in-
tormersshall be stricken ont of the law, (Agﬁnnuse.}
The great ovil that hes a6 the bostom ol this is
10 tie ad valorem, Ingtend of the specific, system of
duties, The greutévil which the Chamber of Com-
merce 18 lxely to strike with ooe full Bwoop 18 the
inlguitous inolety system by which these extraor-
Ginary lnducements—too great, 1o facr, lor hunan
nature o resist—are held oot for injustice and op-
pression. You ail know ww what | reier. The luw:
Ly wllcl In every cuse of foreiture only one-bnif
goes to the delraurdea government and the other

other hall goes among cerfaln revenng officers
| whno are supposed to be charged with the protee-
tion of the government and the collection of the
honest dutics of the government. I now come 10
the great engine of oppression which the law of
Congress has placed In the hands of revenue ofi-
cers and lmormers—I refer to the well known act
of 1863, providiug for the examiuation of the
books und papers of he merchunts whom
the revenne officerds and Informersa may- de-
glre or pretend to saspect of [rauds, 1 be-
heve that the merchants generally ana ihe Cham-
ber of Commeree ol this city demand that this law
slrall be stricken from the statute book und nothing
ol the Kind ever again ?lll: in ita place, Mp&muse.)-
| You all remember what the famous Lord Chatham
#ild abont the great maxim of English liberty—
' that every man’s nouse 18 his castle—and wi:'yv Ee-
| vause 1t 14 surronnded with a moat or delended by
wulls and ram&artsr No. It wight be & hut of
Btraw, tue winds uight whistle through it, the
raing might enter it, but the King himsell conly
nat, (Great  applause.) 1t that was & good
doctrine for Englisumen pefora our Hevolution 1s
it not goud docirine for Americans under our con-
| amtotion ¥ (Chieers.) Now, the only way to amend
this obnoxious law is to abolish it allogeiher. s’alp-
plause.) What 18 the great plea for it ? Necess{ty—
necessity, the tyrant's only plea. Even onr District
Altorpey, oo whose judicial judgment It rested to
| sny whether a prosecution sbhould be institated
| upder the law, receives his share of the spoils.
| And our present District Atiorney went 1o Wash-

ington the other day and tola the committee of |
Congress rhat e could not see how the govern- |

ment ecould dispense with i, Well, It must
be gald that the law was never thought
of till 1883; and i  the government Aana
people of this country couln get along
parmoniously in the matter of revenne (rom the
foundation ol the government until 1843 1 cannot
Bee low they cannot get on without 1t In the
tuture. The ulsl.uriy of the passuage ol that luw 1s
wel known, The law never was passed with the
knowledge of the people of the counlry—it wWas
what 18 vulgariy called a put-up job—a job put on
the merchants by fnformers and Custom House
officers.  (Applause.) The law was passed in 1864,
wien our great sl glorious sSccretary of the
Treasury that we bard on that aay was overwhelmed
with the terrible prospeet before the conntry—
when the lhe of the nation was at,
Btake, amnd he wad anxlously devising the
meand ol successiul rescue; then it was that
the leading depredators on the private rights and
pockets of the merchants got up that law by the
atd of revenue oflleinls. Under theso consldera-
tlons the law received the nominal, if not the vir-
tual, assent of the Secretary of the Treasury, and
the law passed Congresa belore any one knew that
such an pppressive clanse was incorporated in the
Hevenue blil. Lord Chatham said that the most
oppressive and obnoxious of laws was thnt of
general warrants 1o enter o man’s house and
seurch and seize, (I they were to be found, &ll
papers or books or other articles shat mighs be
used to testity against him. Lord Chatham sald
about the same time that he did not helieve
6 man conid be found of snmcient prodigacy
10 advocate A law of that kind ; but I ril
Chatham was with us to-0ay he wonud not be dis-
appotnted In hls scarch lor such & man orany
number of such wmen, (Applause.) [doubt if you
can find & man aAmong any of those wen who re-
celved & molety or entage wno will coincide
with Lord Chatham in that opinton. But, no mat-
ter wiether the law was constitutional or not, the
way in which It 18 administered in this city makes
It one of the most oppressive lustruments ol wrong
and tyranny that were ever invented In o ires
country. Any honest merchant, if you please—and
even in these tumes every merchant 14 presuvmed Lo
L@ honest until he i8 proved o be o rascal—any
honest merchant who discharges s dishonest elerk
or disagreeabls porter in his employment Is sub-
Jeot to the revengelul feelings of the discharged
employé, How shall he have hia  revenge ¥—
that 18 the question, He turns his eyes immedi-
ately to the moleties. He has been with his em-
Hlﬂwr muny years; knows all the contracts that
nve been made In the business of the homse;
knows all the sccrets of the books of the firm; all
the little irregulsrities, all the technical giounds
of forfeiture; Koows of some eotries made
under an mpocent mistake—some accidental
omisslon of some petty cnanf.u lor cartage, lor in-
surance or freighi, and he hears of Jayne, that
great imperial informer. [&gglmm.] He under-
ptands that Jayne has ma several bargains
with other parties in  Dbis position, discarded
clerks, and so he to Jayne's ofMoe or some
other special agent worthy ol the name ol Jayne—
(laughter aud applanse)—and he says to nim, “How
much will 1 be allowea 1 1 give you some Informa-
tion that wid lead to large lorfeiturest!” “Wail,"
Fays the special nt, “what will be the size of
the forfelture?? “Oh," says the clerk, “I can make
It a8 big as you please." (Langhter and applaase,)
And 80 they arrange for & share of the share of the
Informer, ‘Thut 18 what Jayne meant wnen he
talked ol the $280,000 that be hud to divide with
others, He finds out that on some importations for
three or lour years there I# a perew loose some-
where—something leit out that ghould be put in,
N0 fraad 15 tutended, but there Is & chance lor a
stake and they go for It (Laughter.) ‘Ihey want
to get st the merchant's books and papers to
geprch for pomething to accupe hum. The law en-

the _jmperters and the |

Itis | &

Dalf 18 divided, one-hall to the informer and the |

ables them to do this eMectually, It is the maxim
o the law that no ope srall be called on to
lgnored by the law, and

the seizure of books and papers |5 muade Lhe in-
strument of nnma
suys that the and pi uf tie merchant
shitl be seized and carried off whenever it shall ap-
r;r 10 the sutisluction of the Judge of the District
‘ourt that @ iraud hus been commitiea, Then the
3 mlnn‘.hu WRITRDU to Lbe Marshal o
Beize all the books ana papers reisting to the lgr-
osed frand. S0 ihey get an amdavit,
bho sweunrs to 1t? The discarded clerk? Oh, no;
he lies back. About three out of the four—nine

nloh thege WAITADLY Are d have
the ] agent of the Custom
ouse. know about it of his own
3 absolute! t

3 1y mothing,
05T . A etbon it st S
i e
tain mputtl%.ogﬂd that it 18 i 10 selze
the books of the lmporter.
That i not what the l[aw means, bad as it ja, Not
al sl w:ﬁulu law g’ﬂ“ 18, it must be“n‘gg
Rilday DBYT, e patiafaction
Dlatrier Judge, that & raud has beeu committed,
Does the Distriot Judge know :
‘}Inour:) o8 or bis assistant
eves that & Iraud has been commitied?
umnf not go teo. the ctttg ‘lza'l; ;nanp: an st:np%ll:‘-
ment Iarge enough -
wuch an SHUVIL K8 Shak !t.-n':m.& Yo couia
nok get an order for the arrest or any honest white
man on such an amMdavit

as that, Much o law
MH that strikes at’ the v root  of - the

ery
Iiberties of the %:nnlo. 80 oppressive apd uagw-
ln‘E has the w become that n merchant
not long since sald to me :—*“It is cheaper to gﬁ:
$10,0600, although not commtting the slightest
offence; tham to be compeiled to spend ghree or
four weeka in the Dhstrict Court to have it deter-
mined wiether he was an honess man or a knave,'
1 say learlessly that this law ls such & terrible
weapon of oppression that no freec man Mhould sub-
mit (o it lor & mement; (Appisuse.) But you are
not without relles. Congress has already been
reaghed, and I do not believe that there 18 Custom
House infiuence enough on the part of (njormers
or moiety hunters in Cougress to defent the just
aemands of the Chamber of Commerge. (Applanse.)
BEEECH OF W, B, BARBOUR,
The President then Introduced Mr. Barbour,
Presudent of the Board of Trade of Paterson, N, J.
T, B 8ald ;—Nr, President and gentlemen,
Iam glad to see nmong this large asudlence of mer:
chunts gnd manufacturers so many ol the well
known Iriends of our tirm. Iam giad 10 bave an
opporiunity of meeting them Lere and explaining
g;ellmm why for 80 many lung mouths we have
n undble to deliver dur merchandise to them
with the same regularity as wo had done for the
last twenty years., 1 need bardly give you, gentle-
men, the story of the long Llst of oppresaions
and outrages practised wupon us and upon
our maunuincturing interests by those shielded
glel ol tne revepue laws, (Cheers,) That story I
ave been lnduced to place bejore the publie within
the last week, and I have Leén asked by many
friends and scqualntances if that statement, lone
88 it 18, 18 all true. | say to-night before you that
that stalement |8 true as gospel. (Cueern) We are
in & poattion to prove (t. ¢ bad n induced by
the Lberal laws ol this conntry to. come over with
our flax machinery. We bad the mislurtops to
come over here with ctqgnl. muchinery and skilled
workmen. We made large épve&tmama in Pater-
gon, erected machlnery and started our enter-
prise. For seven yenrs we went on uninterruptedly
and, in the development, wo were considered to
have carried on & very énerfeuu buslness enter;
prise, Last year, gentlemen, I think we were culled
upon to pay local taxes 1o the amonnt of $8,700, I
have already etated low our trouble com.
menced in the Revenuo Depariment. Wo dul
not walt to have & warrant issued jor the seizure
of vnr books and papers. We carried our books
down to the Hevenue Department. (Cheerd.)
We nsked the oficial o carefuily through
them to sce if they could detect any error, clerieal
or otherwise, upen which to found & charge
of fraud., We asked those oficiala to wo
through our Wworka and examine all the
ramidcations of onr business, and see i they conld
substantiate any charge they might make aguinst
our goods, 1t was of no avail 1 think we bhad
backbone and pluck, aiter jonrteen long months
ol i coutest witn those revenue oflicers, and I
wonil recommend any nporting firm to show
thesr batkboue dnd pluck,  (Cheers.,) 1 think the
| best tming suy ove can do when these plensans
entlemen, 10 1evenus ollicers, come in, 18 Lo
Hund tiem over your cashbox and tell them to
help themselyes, tuuuern.g It 18 right to remon-
strate agelust these proceedings,  There are
many Lirge firms wiose names 1 conld fepeat, and
with whizh the publlo are jamiliar, who have

‘man, who does not take this view of the case,

Within ghe past 1wo years ceased to keep o stock
of gouds here, They sumply represent their bosi- |
ness by eampies, anid deilvér thelr goods a8 the [
arrive by each stcamer, By this means they avol

the risk of having their property selzed and con- |

flscated upon some lnaginary cliarge or clerical |
error, IDhave had some 1wenly yeais' experience |
fn this city as an importer, aud 1 tunk the

merchants lieTe preseut will agree with me in say- |
ing that in the Importing busiuess there s of neces-
sty 8 %mn number ol details. We Ireguently re-
celve the involce by the same steamer wnich hrings
our goods, There 18 gencrally o Fnu.b hurr,
n ma“kmx up nn involee, and 1% 18 quite imposs|-
ble 1or merchants to be respounsible lor every littio
detadl that enters futo 'the making up of an lovoice
of merchandige. (Cheers,) Youn can easlly see,
gentlemen, what an immense temptation it 18 to a
EW\‘JE clerk or employé when he 18 oflered a large
rive as gn (mformer to get un a little yregularity
or. gome clerical error so a8 to divide the spoll be-
| sween the Informer and the revenue oMeers. [do
uot konow, gentlemen, that I need say anything to
Pun about the law. That matter hns been clearly
ald down by my friend on the nint (Mr. Choate).
There 18 one law, however, that 1 undersiand as |
well as any lawyer, and that 18 the law of right |
and wrong— (cheers)—and 1 think that I piaw
exists to-dny which permits those revenue officers
to mareh wmto our counting bhouses and take awny |
our books< and papers, the sooner all merchants
tarn round and stare such o law square in the
face the better. (Cheers.) The sooner we atand
together, shoulder to shoulder, in delence ol onr
rights the sooner we will be safe. (Chesrs.)
There 18 one thing merchants prize, even above
their books, papers, money or ﬁrnmrt{—;hu is,
thelir name and reputation. (Uheers,) I
ehould Itke to know what inducement ¢an be held
out to loreign cupltallets o invest 1n developing
the resources of the country ¢ (Cheers,) A hier-
chant wishes to hand down to posterity the honest
reputation ot a Hiettme, and wad 1his to be fiched
away Irom him by the government that he may
have done much to uphold and mamtaln? (Checrs,)
EPEECH OF JAUKSON 8, BCUULTE.

Mr. JACES0N S. SCHULTZ was the next speaker.
He said that the revenue oftlcers of this districs
haa ch tie merchants of New York w.th |
petit larceny, with bribery, with having im-
properly influenced public oMeers and with bhav-
ing deprived the public treasury of its doe. That
was the [ndictorent. Were they gulity or not
rm!tyr He had put in the plea ror them at Wash-
ngton that they were nol gullty. (Cheera.) ‘They
ahvnid not allow statements to go to Wash- |
ington withont the mntidote. He read a letter
irom Mr. . B, Clafin, stating that some changes
whonld be made in the Revenune laws, though sono
nouses had been led into trouble (rom the perplex-
ing eharacter of the turyf. He replied to thac
| nute, culling attention to irregulurities at a cer-

tain lormer time, abont four or Ive years ago, and

to tuls came a reply, staung that they had some

correspondence with the secretary of the Treasury.
| Tnat was all that Pheips, Dodge & Co, dia. hbeiiau
| ana ended with a correspondence.  When Mr.
| Clafin stuted that he peyer had any trouble in
| regard t(f' the Ilevenue laws he WRs misiaken.
1@ [and frelght on goods shonld be added to the
| cost of them, and whei Mr, Claiin went down Lo
the Custom House and was told he most pay he
did pay. That was belore Mr. Jayne and hig reign
ol terror begun, Ifthis bad occurred in Jayue’s
Ume Mr, Cintlin's hooks wounld bave been taken
down to the Calcoita Blackhole in the Custom
House, and 11 this bad been done to him he proba-
My woiuld have acted more in unison with hisieliow
citizens and merchaits, (Cheers,)  Under the
adminigtration or Jayne Mr. Clatin's importations
probably would have subjected him to Lrouble. In
1865 an order eame irom Washington to peize the
hooks and papers of 8 most respectable merchant
o this ecity. Lhe special agent sent lor & young
wan who had been in the umrnuj'mt-ui Of tuls mer-
chant, and on Wearing what this person had to say
it was replied that the Eovemmml of this grest’
, opuntry could not afford to go into 80 smuall and
mean & business, E:neern.) Tnat great inerchant
was A, T. stewart. (Uheers.) l¢ speaker re-
ferred in severe terms to Jayne, who, he said,
had wmo objectlon to  selme  letters  aml

rivate papers, even the letters ofladles. (Cheers.

& went on toshow that Woodwaurd, Robinson
Co. did nos intend to do aUﬁwm » Jdayue admit-
ted to Whe committee of the House that be had taken
$50,000 from this irm, and the statement anrn.%od
on¢ Of the cominltiee so muchthat bhe (Mr.
Heholtz) lhoﬂghl le would have broken Jayne's
other leg aml Oung him out of the window.
(Cheers.) Jayne was the direct
ernment, superior to the Coilector of the Fort,
and conld they imagiie any terrorigm greater than
that of Jayne howding handewils before a witucéss,
and telling blm to declare the whole truth®

The possibilily of a new issue of inconvertible
paper 1 regard with amazement and tnelety, and,
in my judgmenl, such an issue would be u delri-
ment and a shame, — CHARLES SUMNER,

FATAL RESULT OF A BROOELYN FRACAS.

Death of Sigusmund from the Blow of a
Stone.

Jacob Sigusmund dled st the Long Island College |
Hospital al an early bonr yesterday morning irom |
the effiets ol a fractare of the skull by a blow irom |
o paving stone thrown by @ boy in the street, as |
detatied In the HERALD Bome days ago., The stone
struck him on the left side of the besd, knocking
him senselegs to the sidewnlk, The brother of the
prostraie man procured asslstance and had him
removed to his home 10 the vieinity.
after e was taken to the hospital, where he was
trepanned, and Iragmoents of the skuil which hao
Leen ngl upon the brain  were roe-
moved, aforcing the patient nf"“ reilef
and restoring consciousness, which hs re.
tihined lor two days, or up w0 within five
dni s pefore his death, The assaliant Crowe, who
18 only sevonteen years of age, was artested o8y
week and arrajgned belore Justice De
committed Wim to Jall.  Decensed was about
twenty-five years old, a natlve of Germany and i
baker by traae, osl-mortem examioativn will
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WASHINGTON.

Prospect of a Vote on Finance in
the Senate To-Day.

LOUISIANA'S CREDITORS

Double Taxation in the
District of Columbia.

Wasninaron, March 25, 1874
Finance in the Senate and Inter-
state Transportation in the House—

Gloomy Prospect for the Latter
. Memsure.

In the Benate the finance yueation was resumed
in & lengthy and able speech by Senstor Bayara, of
Delaware, strongly protesting against an locrease
of the currency circulation and urgently advo-
cating & epecio basis system of natlonal money ob-
ligations, Benalor Conkling was again brought to
his feet to make a legal defence of Secretary
Richardson, in which the Senator most positively
contended that the lssuing of the for!y-tour million
TeEerve was proper and justifiable. Senator Sher-

came into the discussion, and contended that the

Secretary was unauthorized in law or in the lnten:

tion of Congress In delegating power to him.

The bill to regulate commerce by rallroads
amopg the several States, whioh has been a frult.
ful theme for several weeks past, was brought to
4 vote in the House this altsrnoon on ordering the
maln question. Tne yeas were 136 and the naya
96, Mr. Niblack, of Indiang, moved that the bill
lle on the table, which was lost hy yeas 92, nays
120, The nour for adjournment had arrived and
all 1orther effort to get & final vote was useless,
When that vote is taken it will be very close, with
the chances against its passage. The democrats
voted solldly against the bill, with many of the
lending republicans. Evenif the bill passes the
House the Senate will certalnly reconstruct it or
never act upoun it at ail.

Probable Passage of the 8400,000,000
Amendment to the Currency Bill by
the Benate, %

The report of the meeting held in New York last
night to protest against iorther inflation, has
been a source of casual remark without the ac-
companiment of any sertous consideration. The
Apeechesd ofsome of the particlpants provoked langh-
ter among the infintionists, especially those made
by parties who imporioned the President and the
Hecrerary of the Treasory, on one Sunday at the
Fifth Avenue Hotel, to let loose the wnole of tho
forty-four million reserve, and thus help avert, as
they argned@the panic of last fall. It may be
troly said that the petitions and resolu-
tions offered in the Renate for and against
infiatlon have not the slightest infinence upon the
Benators one way or another. The determination
to Inflate 18 ns fixed in the Senate as (n the House,

and 1t 18 expected that to-miorrow a vote will be |

taken fixing the
$400,000,000,
A Elll to Anthorize Unlted States Clre

legal tender circulation at

cult Courts to Issue Writs of Mana

domus—A Measure to Relieve the Cred-
itors of Loulsinna.

Mr, Cox to.day Introduced a billin the Honse to
authorize the Cirenic Courts of the United States
to 18808 writs of mandamus (n certain ¢ased. This
is In the interest of the Louisiana bondholders,
who are anxious to prevent the spoliation and
conflscation of their moneys by reason of the 80-
called Funding bill of Louisiana., Under the decl-

glon in Grabam vs. Norton, 15 Wallace, 427, the | slon as to tie rlght of the Secr

courts of the United States have at present mo
power to isue writs of mandamus, The petition
of those aggrieved, headea by Morgan, Sellgman,
&e,, &o,, Wliows the total funaed and unfunded
debt of Louisiana to be $24,243,586. The annual
Interest 1s 1,403,558,

Proposed Means of Paying the District | T

| Spalred of throwing a& single ray of lighs on the

School Teachers Thelr Salarics—Taxing
the Clitly - ns Twice for the Same Object.

The LM, Xing appropriation for the payment |

| t, how
! and when s the pledge contalued in the act of

of the teachers in the public schools in the District

rial of the lron, coal and other companies of Ohio,
Btating that business there is 10 a state of sfagoa-
tion on account of an insoMeient volume of cur-
rency, uni asking that the same be increased and
free bunking be authorized. Referreda to the Com-
mittee on Finance,

Mr, MOBRTON sald the memorlal was signed by
fifty-one flrms, and, as the Seautors (rom Oblo had
pot beard of the petitions for more currency lrom
that State, he desired to call thgir atiention to
thie. He also presented resolutions for more cur-
rency adopted by o large meeting of business men
at Indianapolis, Ind. Referred to tue Commitiee
on Finance.

Mr. FErry, (rep.) of Mich., sald a few days
ago he had the honor to present a memorial for
more carrency from merchants of New York, and
one of the papers of that city bad been pleas:d to
question the Iact of the petition being genuine,
He felt thankful to some of the New York papers
for publishing the memorial ln fall and vindicating
him.

Mr. Loaa¥, (rep,) of N, presented a petltion
of 164 buginess men of New York for an lnerease

In the volume of the currency. It was referred to |

the Finance Committee,
The mormnog hour having explred the Benate

resumed the conslderation of the bill to provide
lor the redewiption dud reissue of United Sistes
notes, aud jor Iree bankiog.

AMENDMENTS,

Mr. Scnviz, (lib) of Mo,, moved to amend
the firat section ol the bill by siriking out *elghty-
EWo' wod lnsertng “Aity-six," s0 that the max-
Imum lumig of 1he United States notes should be
ﬁ?:":'."'m'm' lngtend ol $452,000,000 as Dxed by the

Mr, WRiGHT, (rep.) of Iowa, gave notice that he
would offer un amendmeut to strike out the whole
01 thie Arst secrion of the blil, und jusert a section

roviding that the amount of United States notes

r clreniation be xed at $400,000,000,

Mr. ScHURZ argued agalnst 1egalizing the por.
tlon ol the Hdd, 000,000 reserve pow io crculation,

and sald thiaf it had been the iutentlon of Cangress |

to retire that reserve, aud there was u0 autbority
lor 1t relssue,

Mr, BAYArD, (aem.) of Del,, opposad any Increase
of Irredeemuble paper money. He read” [rom the
dournal ol Cougress of December, 186, where Lue
senator from Michigan (dr. Ferry), tien a wein-
ber ol the House of Hepresentatl ves, voted lor con-
traction.

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan, said he dld 8o vote then,
having ylelded his judgiment to that of the Secre-
tary ol the Treasury. € Blterwards saw the loly
ol contraction and voted to arrest it.

NO SPECIE BESUMPTION WITHOUT CONTRACTION.

Mr. BAYARD sald whether the road to specie pay-
ment be hard or easy it mwust be travellenf. He dut
not medn to n,! that b{l contraction wione could
specie peyment ba reached, but It cuuld never be
reachied without contracuon,  He would never
give hia vote for any bl which proposed to |n-
crenss the currency. As Lo the reissue of part of
the $44,000,000 reserve it was without the autliorivy
ol law, and L could not vore for $352,000,000 green-
back oirculation provided for by tis bili, as Lt legai-
Lzid that Issae, Heggued that it was a4 gross mis-
nomer L style any portion of the greenbacks
which had been retired as reservea.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, (rep.) of N.J., sald he did
not underatand that any part of the 44,000,000 bad
been caucelled or aedtroyed. The whole ainount had
been withdrawn in L@ nature of u resarve by secs
retary McCulloch, The law meant that = they
shiouid be retired and go into a reserve.

Mr. BAvARD #gld there was no question npon
which there couid not Le a difference ol opinion,
and now that the Eecrelar{ of the Treasury was
In sore strudts jor the justiication of his illegzal
wollon, 1t was to be expected that there would be
those who would side wish bim,  He (Mr, Bayard)
argucd that there was bul oue jund whieh ever
could be cilled & reserve inud, and that amounted
to £460,000,000, and bad long siuce pussed out ol
existeuce,

SECRETARY RICHARDNON DEFENDED.

Mr. CoNRLING, (rep.) of N, Y., read (rom the de
hatés of Congress to show that the Secretary of
the Tressury was periectly justifled in placing the
construelod on the law wuieh he did, and s
fetlon Lo relssuing o portion of that reserve was
no In violation of law. The vmigsiou to aeclire 1n
the law that the Secretary of the Irewaury should
not relasue the money enabled him to construe
the law g8 conferving she right upon im to relssue
it. The arguwent wade Ly the gentleman fvom
Ohto (Mr, Sherman), i few uikys ago, that the pro-
vislon fordbldding the ressoe was not put in be-

| cause It was not deewed advisabie to seud the bill

back to the House fell fo the ground, as the bil
Euu amended o other ways and wenl vack to the
oliFe,

Mr. SHERMAN, (ren.) of Ohlo, sald this legal discns-
BLALY L0 |s8ue e
reserve was a Juss of time. The notes had bean
1ssned and the government wus responsible lor
them, Thers was good ground tor diiference of
opinion on the subject, but ke Loped it would Lot
be discossed now.

I'ERTINENT QUESTIONS,

Mr. Scorr, (rep,) ol Pa., said alter ull the discus-
glon on this subject, and BAviug beard all the finan-

11 theories 1rom the tune of Marco I'olo down to
masa Walker reihearsed here, he utterly de-

aghject. Tt wad pot his purpose to discuss the
financial problein geuerally, but there were three
questions which  he would refer to—firs

of Columbis provides also that the government | 1869 to be redeemed ¢ Second, what charaster of
of the Distrlet of Columbla shall relmburse the | Currency shall Congress inraish the people of the

United States by ocollecting & tax to an amount
eqnal to that appropriated, $07,740, vpon personal
property, including banks and other ocorpora.
tlons. In other words, for the privilege of en-

Joying a loan trom the government the citizens of | couid not be given for notes he would r

the District are to bo taxed twice. The blll is

likely to be defented Iln the Senale, as property | (evise

owners do not like the Idea of heing compelled to |

Dear the burdens of the baukrupt Distrles govern-
ment,

| Unlted States ¢ Tuirl, whas quantity of that cus- |

rency snail ve lasued ¢

He sald with either one of these quesatlons un-
fettied businesd would be unsettled. No sane
man would say that the goveérnwent could enter
apon specie payment immediately, and as goid
een
them in bonds ol the governmenl, which to-day
are 4s good a8 gold. No fncuncial gystem conld bp
which would prevent panics. As to the
charugier of the currency 1o ba furuished the
people, he desired to see currency redeemable in

old. He belleved there could be i puper currency

| brought to par il it be redeemed in gold or bonds,

The Louilsiana Contested Election Case. | That currency should he founded on the natlonal

The Committee on Electi have finished Lha

[ﬂ“]_l-. Before coneluding Nis remarks Mr. Scott

examination of the case of Plochbaek against
Sheridan for the seat from Louislana, and it s un-
derstood will report mexr week thatthe record
cvidence on whieh botn clmimants reat their re-
spective cases has not enabled the committee to
decide botween them,
Proposed Modificatlons of the Customs
Revenue Laws.

Mr. F. 1L Roberts has recently presented to the

Committee on Ways ana Means three bllls to

| amend the existing laws in regard to moieties to

fulormers, peizures of books and papers, and what

18 technleally known a8 damage allowances, It s |
understood that the ilis have been prepared in and |
represent the views of the Treasury Department. |
They have not yet been considered by the com- |

mittee, but it I8 very Ukely that their general prin-

ciples will receive the approval of the committee,

and that some such measures will be reported to

thie House before long.

The Nxtradition Treaty with Ecuador
Oficially Proclaimed.

¥ d 10 Mr. Sehurz for 8 motion that the Senate
proceed to tie constderation of executive business,
THE VOTE TO BB TAKEN TO-DAY.

Mr. SnERMAN gave notice that to-morrow he
would ask tu¢ Senate 0 remain in gession until
LWo or three decisive voies on the Fmancial bl
should be reached,

Mr. LogAX hoped thers would be an agreement
entered 110 NOW LO Commence VOUNE to-morrow
afternoon nt half-past two o’nloek, I the time be
fixed Senators would then be present.

Mr. SHERMAN submitted resolutions proviaing
that aiter hall-past two o'clock to-morrow after-
noon gpeeches on tne Fingueial bl be lmited to
ten minutos eaoh.

Mr. Bavaup objected, He sald he did not desire
to soe such & rule adopted. Thers was a principle
against Umiung debate opon a sabject like this,
Were it npon an appropristion bul, invelving no
Importunt principles, he would not object, He
liopeid the Senate of the United States would be
the one pluce left in the country where the debate
should be leit to the entire discretion of the mem-
bers of the body.

Mr. BHERMAN gave notice that to-morrow he
would ask the Senate to pugs the regolution,

The motiwon of My, Scourz 10 go into exeeutive |

BERRION Wikd agreed Lo,

The possibility af @ new issue qf (neonvertible |

The Extradirion treaty between the United Btates | paper 7 regard with amazement and anziety, and,

and Ecuador bas been officlally proclaimed, and 8

to continue in force ten years.

Ouifits of Clothing for Enlisting Sea-
men=Petition of the Oflicers of the
North Atlantle Squadron, |
A very interesting memorinl was sent by Secre-

tary Robeson to-day to the Naval Commitsee of the |

Tiouse, It i8 a letter signed by every oMecr of the |

Wabash, Congress, Frankilin, Brookiyn, Junjata, |

Dlcrator, Mahopae, Ticonderogs, Osslpee, Kansas,

Lancaster, Shenandoah, Canandaigua nud Pawnee,

vessels of the United States Navy which comprise

the North Atlantic squadron, asking that an outt
of clothing shall be allowed to our seamen. It will
be remembered that the Hon., Leonard Myers'
bill for the outfit was reported by him from the
Committee on Naval AMairs, and I8 now on the
calendar, and this  indorsement of the
justice of the measure will no doubt materially
aid Its passage. Rear Admiral A, Ludlow Case,
commanding the fleet, forwarded this petition,
urging the grant of the outflt In & letter of great
force, und Secretary Robeson waraly approves
the bill,  Soldiers anda marines are allowed their
clothing, bul In the navy (1A cost I8 deducted [rom
the seaman’s pay. cansing muoch dissatisiaction
and fréguent desertions,  The passage of Mr.

Myers' il will wot only be Just to the sailor but

will nid the cMclency of the navy.

|

| Woman’s Rights on the Briny Deep and

in Marine Reglstors,
The Sceretary of the Treasury dechdes that in

| epse where a woman (8 owner of a yacht there |4

pothing in the laws of the United Stutes which can
prevent her from belng named In the marine
papers a8 the moaster tkereof,

THE FINANCIAL FEVER.

AR
The Senate Appronching n Vote on the
Equalization Bill=The Status of the
$14,000,000 Reserve=No Resumption
Without Contraction—An Amendment
Fixing the Vol of C ¥y at
§400, 1 000=Peortl t Questd
WasninaTox, March 25, 1974,
The Senafe did little elso of lmportance to-day
than to discuss the floancial question. Several
petitionsd from merchants relating thereto were
rend,

Mr. Monrox, (rep.) of Ind., presented & memo-

in my judgment, sueh an lgsue would de a detri-
nient and a shame.—~CHARLES SCMNER,

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Testimony Regarding the Contracts for
Paving Strects In Washington City-—
The Old and the New Government.

WasmnaroN, March 25, 1874,
At the meeting of the Disiriet of Columha In-

| yestigating Committee this morning John Colling

testified that he had lald sewers, ratged hounses

and done parking aud other public work for the |
Board of Public Works smounung to about $100,000 |
without any contract, except that about three |

weoks ago he signed s contractk and gave a bonil,
botth dated back to Beptember 17, 1572, for tho
falthinl periormance of cortaln work amounting
to less than $1,000, all of which was doae and pald
tor fiftesn months previousiy.

Ex-Mayor BDowen, called by the memarlalises,
testified that the Board had taken away lrom his
property certsin pavement, hricks and iron rall-
Ing, and that the Dstriet Assessor had reinsed to
atlow Bim credit for this old matevial for the roas
#on assigned thut o certificate had been jssued
aguinst ue property for the entire cost of the 1m-

rovements, Subsequently, however, he had pad

18 bill, with interest thercon, and was allowed
eredit for the old matertal, bot no interest on its
value, Nelther had he yet received toe certificato
mntch the Asgessor sald had been igsucd sguinst

8 property.

Counsel for the Metrict anthoritlea at this point
gtated to the committee that no certificate has
ever been lssued ngunn the property of witness.

A regess wiks hora taken,

On the reassembling of the committee Mr. Chris-
tle, for the memorialists, moved for leave to file
n precept for 4 pumber of witnesses (rom a Gls-
tance, The reason lor the motion Wias an oxpec.
tatlon to _prove the leading facts alleged by tho
zﬁllemorwllu in their charges. The motion was

e

8. J. Bowen, ex-Mayor of Washington, recalied,
teatifled a8 iollows :—The average price puul by
the oid corporation for grading was slXteen cents

or yard, and each comiract contained 8 clauso
Elrenum: that tne earth removed snould be de-
posited wierdver the commissioners of the sev-
eral awards atould direct, the unaerstanding be-
ing that snch eartn shonid be ready for fUINE the
streets requiring fo te filled,

Feter McNamara testified that he {= an old con-
tractor; was a large contravtor under the old
corperation ; contracts under Bowen and Emery
Were not unliormly let 1o the Iowest bidder: the
price for grading was sbout eighteen or twenly
cents yard, and It was the uulversal custom
of the contractors 1o use the earth taken Irom the

that the price for grud under the
forty cents per yard lor old :'fualhd auool:mlld
cen yard for all ouer grading, the
contracior compelled In all coses to “’ﬁ
the earthin the Streets necessary to he flled ;

witness wonld prefer Lo grade the streets on the
basls of the old col tion contracts tu the basis
established by the of Pullic Works,

The possibility of @ new i8sue ar inconvertibla
paper I regard with amarement and anriety, and,
in my judgment, such an fasue would be a deni
ment and a shanie.~CHARLES BUMNER.

SANBORN'S “COLLECTIONS."

The Revenue Office “Assist” Him=—Die
triet Attorney Bllss Admits Receiving
Perquisites Under the Comtract=The
Great Nanborn on the Stand=The Com-~
mitiee of Ways amd Moans Refuse to

| Listen to & Restricted Statement from

Ilim,

WasmiNaToN, Mareh 25, 1874,
The Committes on Ways and Means gave another
| hearing to-day in the matter of the Samborn con-
tracis, Mr, Bliss, United States District Attorney
for the Bouthern district of New York, made a de-
tulled statement as to the connection of his ofMce
WIth the coliection of the claims under Sanborn,
and parried with o great deal of desterity the at-
tempts made by varicns memoers of the committee
to obtaln an admis jon from him that the eontract
was made In bad policy end was unnecessary, He
#ald that with the lgh's now Lefors him he would
DOt nOW make A conlract; but that at the tlme 1t
was made It wis apparent that whateyver sbould
reach the Treasury under it was so much clear
gain, He admitted virtoally, however, that the
great discovery made by Sanborn, the key of the
whole position, was the obtainiug from the Surro-
| gate’s oMmce of the I8t of estares wilch were sub.
| ject to the legacy and successlion tax, He charpe.
| terized that [Ist a8 a scoop net, from the contenrs
of wbicl the blg flsh, thgeatared, which had nov
actually pald the Tax, wove alterwirds siited ouc
by comparlson Wwith the records of the Internal
Revenue Collector's oMce. There Wil no reason
why the regular offleers ol the government could
not have obtalned the same Information, but i
was ke the egg of Columbus, which anybody
might make stand on end witer he saw how It was
done, He expressged hils beliel that the $64,000 col-
| lected in New York uunder the Sanborn conirsct

would never have been collected through the regn-

lar mstrumentalities of the goverument. It could

liave beeu, perhaps, but it would not have veen.
THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S PRERQUISITHS,

0on Iu:ulu-guenuunud Ly Mr. Niblack in relerence
to his own five per cenl on (he smount gollegted,
| hejostifled his course by saying that {r, witl the
| consent ol his superior, be could atany nme ges

mongy (or rendering services nob forbiduen by

law be was very glud Lo get 1L, and he thougot
thut everybody eige would be, except, perhaps,
membera of Uongress,

Mr., Nibinck sald:—Judge Nonh Days testified
beiore ud Lhat he dechined tne same oger,”

ur.‘lﬂna—-l do not know whether ne testifled it
0T not.

Mr. Niblack—He stated It before the committee.

My, Bliss—I aw content to huve my position aud
| that of Judge Noah Davis as they now scand be-
lore the country relatively judged.

solicitor Baufleld followed My, Bliss., He ap-
| peared, he sald, not in the interest of sanborn, or

any otner contractor, but at the request of the
secretary of the Tressury, to explaln the relation
ol the departinent w this courrnet guestion. Ap-
pileation 1or contriacts o coliect deits due the
government had been made as early as 1569, and,
| withough the Secretury aud the Sollukor were not
lavorably disposed v the system, contracts wers
| glven to several purties at rales ol commigsion
varying Irom twenty to iy per cent on tha
amounts to be collected, the contractors to pay all
e expenses: but the iuvariible resuls had been
thar nothing was collected ; av ail events, that the
government got nothing. The systeimn was abro-
gated ana was nob resumed until the passage ol
the law under whleh the Sanvorn conlruet wasg
| glven, and less eare wius tiken 1o it the com-
mission under that contruct than there wonld
have Leen H 1t had beeu supposed that soyihing
would be collected. The Solictior was
BHARPLY CHOAS-QUESTIONED
| by Mr, Beck us to why Internul Bevetue Commis
. Bioner Douglass was not called ot consultation
| by the Beoretary and the Solicitor whea they uns
| dertook 1o carry the law into eflcot, snd also as
| to what authority he had to write 1U0eeR Lo Inter-
| uul Revenue, oMceers, tirecting them to aid Sau.
born when the Jaw reguoired that he sbould ald
them. To the first question his reply was thac
| the law reterrad to “debts withheld” and nol
particularly to iuternal, reveouce matters, and to

the secoud that the laen of wesistunce wos that i

shiould be mutual, and that Sauborn could not very
| well asglst the regular omcers uuless they wore

willing to assist hiin, In reply to & (uestion u[y
| Mr, snetdon, the Solicltor saad he had no knowl-
| @dge, beliel or snspieion that aany oMcer of the
| Buvernment had received or expected to receive
| unytiung in any way frou the Sanbora contract.
| THE GBEAT SANBORN IN THE LIFE,

After the examinaiion of Mr. Bandeid was ¢con-
| cluded My, John D. Sanborn himsell came betors
the commlicee, but, instead ol procecding with hus
| atutement, he sald that he bhad within the list
twenty-iour hours been advised by his counsel
that, in view of the indictment pending against
him in Brookiyn churgiug him with collusion with
revenue oficers o delratd the government, it
would be injudiolons for pim to make tie jull
stutement which e bud been ready and willing to
make. He was ready, however, o give 1o the
committee such genersl wlorwatlon on the sub-
Jeet as he possessad.
| He was Informed by the Chairman and other
memberd of the Committee thut the Committes
could not sit and Hsten to any partial statement ;
that he wad preseut not by order of the commities
but of his own. volition, and in accordance
with Lls own request in order that he might make
a inll and fair statement ol all the circumstances
conmected with his contract. If he was not pre
ared to do that and (o auswer such questions as
he Committee might desire to put to lnm the Cow-
mittea wonld decliue to listen o any partial or re-
stricied atatement.

Mr. Sanborn's conosel (Mr. Woodbridge, of Ver.
mont), justiied the positlom tauken Ly lis cllent,
although he expressed Nis boliel that potbiog
which Sanborn conld say could prejmdice his case |
| but 8till, out of cuution, he thought 1t bétter 1o

lin not to submit himsell to the examination ol
| the committee. Le alluded to the fact that therc
| Was & gentlewan present understood to be an As-
| misrant Distries Attorneéy from Brooklyn] watehing
| 1: take advaniage of anytuiug tbat sanborn might
| say,
| The npshot of ail this pariey was that the com-

mittes adjoarned witnout any decision whethee
sauborn stowid or should not be made a Witness,

BOOK TRADE BALE,

Second Day’s Sale.
Considerable surprise was manifested Ly the at.
| temdants on the trade sale now golng on at the

Trade Salesrooms of Messrs, George A. Leavitt &

o, Clinton Iall, on account of the large prices

obtained for tne publications of Messrs, D, Apple-

ton & Co., whose Invoice Innogurated the saie on
| Tuesday. Thishous: was represeated on the stand
| by Mr. Walter S Appleten, and it was due to his
| exertions that the books of this firm were so
cagerly sought for. It would be invidlous o make
any particular mention of the offerings by thia
firm, Suffclent to say that thelir lines embraced
sclentific, medical, educational and clusgic works,
rollng as standard among the trade. Thew In-
volee brougnt over §14,000.

Yesterday's sale was commenced with tne in.
voice of Messra, Estes & Lauriar, of Boslon, cous
sisting of historical, botanical and standard works,
varying from twenty-five cents to $i5 eacn, ‘Ths
was lollowed by the contribution ot Mr, Willlam 4,
| Widdieton, of New York, comprising choice cias.
slos, histories and other works. Messra, Little,
Hrown & Co,, of Boston, followed next vu the cata-
| logue, with a fine selection ol various publications,
all of thelr own maoulaciure,

Messrs, Wil Wood & Co., of New York, bhad a
fall Hne ol medical and sclentille Works, - On
their school books a periect raid occurred, O
“Hrown's First Lines of Epglish Grammar, .
volced at 250 coples, over 5,000 volumes wore sold
at full prices

Hinton & Co,, of New York, had & small invoice
of selected pabiications, wiuch sold well up w the
regular prices,

tireat Interest was manlfested in the involoe ot
Messrs, Loe & Shepard, of Boston, A rald was
made on the “Ollver Optia™ series,

Robert Colyer's works sold well. FElijah Kel-
| logg's works, Mra. Madeline Leslie's

“Little Canary” series, “Sophis May's'' books,

shotty Dimple” storled, “Littie
| ~itosa Abbott's" stories, “Sunnybank’

sspringdale’ stories, ‘Housenold Series of Stand-
nrd - Works,” the “Musical Seriesa," ‘Twilight
| stories," Projessor Townaend's worka, *'Vacation
| Btory books," Cates & Woodward's “Encyclopraia

ol Diates'" &t ?18. #18, and §38 per volume, ‘‘New
Handy Books' anil new pubheations ior the spring
ol 1874, besides other standard works, sold mily up
1o the lines and reguiar prices,

Charies Desilver, of Piuladelphia; Mason, Baker
& Pratt, of New York; 4. W, er, Rochester, N,
Y.: Claxton, Remsen & IHalelnger, of Philadel.
Enln. and A, J. Holman & Uo,, of Pruladelpbia, each

ad good involces I yesterday's sai hioh
througnout b Nt full prices. Mesers. J. K. Prati
?E;l'\fh:;umu. Vil were the suctioneers sl

To-auy's offerings sommends with a fine nvolo
of English works contributed by Messrs. Scribper,
Wellord & Armstrong.

The posstbllity of a neio {gsun qf fnoonvertitie
paper I regard with amagement and anxiety, and
in my judgment, such an issue would be o detri
ment and a shane,—CHANLES SUMNER.
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